
 

 

It Takes a Community 

DigitalC officially launched on Monday, June 13th with a diverse and talented team in place and 
new programs in the works.  
 
But along with our team, we landed on our mission and strategies because of strong and 
visionary leadership from our local community, our Board, and our national network. DigitalC 
wants to take this moment to thank those leaders for their insight, feedback, support, leadership 
and innovative thinking. We have shared their insights in this newsletter and will continue to 
draw on their knowledge and understanding of a digital economy as we work to catalyze 
technology for community impact.  
 
Through a new civic agenda, next-gen apps and services, and place-based activation, we 
believe that together we can help transform our community. 

Sincerely, 

The DigitalC Team 
 

Ronn Richard 
President and CEO, The Cleveland Foundation 
"The Cleveland Foundation believes that growing a digital economy is 
among the very highest priorities in greater Cleveland. We simply 
cannot afford to miss the next wave of innovation and opportunity of 
the digital revolution. We need to invest in engineering and computer 
science education. We need to establish a center of excellence for 
cybersecurity for new technology-enabled healthcare devices. We also 
must be make sure that the entire community finds opportunities to 
meaningfully participate in the digital community.  Together with 
partners led by Lev Gonick and DigitalC we have convened diverse 

voices within the leadership of the technology community. There is no more important time to 
develop a new civic agenda that positions Cleveland for bold action in the digital age." 
 
 

Joe Roman 
President and CEO, Greater Cleveland Partnership 
"For the past year, the Greater Cleveland Partnership has helped to 
convene technology leaders from across the region to explore what 
we can do as a community to insert the insights of technology leaders 
into the broader community agenda. Lev Gonick and DigitalC are 
helping to catalyze the network of talented technology professionals 
to help identify new opportunities that will help our businesses and 
the community at large into an inclusive digital economy. We all want 
and need them to succeed." 



 

 

Ray Voelker 
CIO, Progessive (retired) 
Chairman of the Board, DigitalC 
"Connected communities have a competitive advantage. In today's 
world "connected" has a modern technology-based definition as 
well as the traditional people and leadership meaning. DigitalC 
recognizes the need to catalyze, convene, and collaborate with a 
broad spectrum of community leaders to help our communities 
become more connected, more competitive, and most importantly 
improve the quality of life for the people that live there." 

Susan Crawford 
Harvard University, (Cambridge, MA) 
"Whether you live in Boston, Cleveland, or San Francisco, we all 
aspire to live thriving lives in responsive communities whose 
basic services provide us with opportunity and choices. Lev 
Gonick, with his new DigitalC venture, is focused on catalyzing 
the use of innovative technology to improve life in cities. We all 
want playbooks that will help our local governments implement 
civic agendas --including better services, greater civic 

engagement, and more effective uses of public money -- that are informed by the insights 
data can provide but remain grounded in the priorities of the community. This is important 
work." 

 
 

Blair Levin 
Non-Resident Fellow Brookings Institute 
Executive Director, Gig.U 
Architect of the National Broadband Plan (Washington, DC) 
"The National Broadband Plan made clear that the United 
States needed a broadband upgrade in order to achieve 
national purposes and position our economy to be globally 
competitive into the 21st century.  For more than 25 years Lev 
Gonick has been a voice and conscience of the community to 
keep focused on the public benefit agenda associated with 
telecommunications policy.  DigitalC is a bold new venture that 

will help Cleveland and all of us understand how we can use our advanced networks to 
develop a new civic agenda that focuses not only on next generation and apps and service 
but also a play book for getting all of America engaged in the digital economy." 
 



 

 

Gordon Feller 
Co-Founder, Meetings of the Minds (San Francisco) 
"What Meeting of the Minds is to the future of cities, DigitalC's 
aspires to be to the future of communities. I think that the "C" in 
DigitalC is most likely about connecting, collaborating, and the 
creative use of technology to address community priorities. I look 
forward to working with Lev and his colleagues to help amplify the 
essential message that there is room for everyone in the digital 
economy." 
 

Erika Anthony 
Co-founder, HackCLE 
"HackCLE is a civic powered think tank committed to 
making tomorrow's digital economy inclusive and more just and 
equitable. It's critical for our community to produce innovative 
strategies that harness the potential of technology to increase civic 
engagement, affect policy and inspire a cultural shift in the 
Cleveland area. We also know that you cannot just proclaim it and 
expect conditions on the ground to change. We are very pleased to 

see DigitalC embrace a program of activities that includes digital literacy and data literacy 
bootcamps. Their partnership is important to our communities' success." 
  

Joe Glick 
Office of the COO, Deutsche Bank AG 
Board Member, DigitalC 
"Simply put, companies will invest in geographies that have chosen 
to embrace digital and that have developed the associated talent 
base and hard assets that can support its business strategy and 
competitive differentiation. Geographies and leaders that turn a blind 
eye to this fact also turn a blind eye to the economic growth that 
comes with it.  The work of Lev Gonick and the DigitalC team should 
be lauded for raising awareness to this fact and for their continued 
work with the Northeast Ohio's civic and economic development 

professionals to ensure these topics are included in the region's civic agenda."  
 



 

 

Howard Jones 
Chief Executive, Living Networks (London, UK) 
"At Living Networks (UK) we shape ideas, opportunities and 
places, driven by a belief that we have a world worth working 
for.  It all begins with people and, to that end, we share the vision 
and approach of Lev and his team at DigitalC.  Starting in the US, 
DigitalC has embarked on an ambitious agenda that seeks to 
engage all segments of society in different routes to engage with 
the digital economy.  The most exciting aspect to me is our shared 
insight that engaging in the digital economy and place-based 
activation, planning and participation are intimately connected to 

each other.  I look forward to partnering and advising Lev Gonick and his colleagues." 

Jim Baller 
President, Baller Stokes & Lide, P.C. (Washington, D.C) 
"Those of us who know Lev Gonick have a deep appreciation for 
his contribution to his hometown of Cleveland and to the broader 
community committed to leveraging next generation networks for 
economic development and community benefit. He helped design 
and launch OneCleveland that later became OneCommunity. He 
mobilized the higher education community across the country to 
help form Gig.U and was a progenitor of the national program 
known as U.S. Ignite. I can't wait to see the impact of DigitalC as a 
model for civic engagement, new apps and services that are 

focused on community priorities, and critical engagements like connecting the unconnected." 

Deb Socia 
Executive Director, Next Century Cities (Washington/Boston) 
"Lev Gonick and his team in Cleveland are to be congratulated for 
the launch of DigitalC. In cities across America, Next Century 
Cities has uncovered significant demand for insights, strategy, and 
programming play books to leverage our work in assuring that 
everyone in America has access to fast, affordable, and reliable 
broadband. In communities across Ohio and beyond, DigitalC is 
poised to help answer the question 'now that we have state-of-the-
art networks, what do we do with them to design an inclusive 
economic development agenda?" 

 



 

 

Angela Siefer 
Director, National Digital Inclusion Alliance (Columbus, OH) 
"Increasing economic equality lies heavily on the shoulders of 
digital equity. Getting from a basic digital literacy to coding is not 
simple but absolutely essential. As a society our technology must 
be of the people by the people for it to be a tool that benefits all of 
us.  The National Digital Inclusion Alliance looks forward to 
empowering people and communities with DigitalC." 
 

Ken Hays 
President and CEO, The Enterprise Center (Chattanooga) 
"The work we have pioneered in Chattanooga draws inspiration 
from people and projects all over the country. The work underway 
in Cleveland has been one such source of inspiration.  DigitalC's 
new mission to catalyze the innovative use of technology for 
community impact may not be unique. What is special, however, is 
that Lev Gonick is fusing engagement to create a new civic 
agenda with a replicable business model for next generation apps 
and services. We are pleased that our work has served as 

inspiration to DigitalC's work in place-based activation. I am looking forward to working with 
DigitalC in helping tell the story of our cities and their commitments to bring everyone into the 
digital economy."  
 

Aaron Deacon 
Managing Director, KC Digital Drive 
"KC Digital Drive has focused on building and sustaining a 
community-centered digital eco-system in our cities. We share the 
inspiring vision that DigitalC has outlined to be a leading voice for 
an inclusive 21st century civic agenda, catalyzing the develop of 
next generation apps and services, and for celebrating both 
grassroots and planned innovation spaces. Across the country 
there is a need to develop replicable playbooks that others can 
borrow and adapt. I have no doubt that DigitalC will be an 

important knowledge leader that we can all learn and benefit from. Lev Gonick and his team in 
Cleveland have been at this longer than anyone...and unlike our project in Kansas City, they 
had to start by building the network."  
 



 

 

Nicol Turner-Lee 
Vice President and Chief Research and Policy Officer, 
Multicultural Media, Telecom and Internet Council 
(Washington, D.C.) 
"I'm extremely pleased to see that Lev Gonick and his colleagues 
at DigitalC have created a nonprofit to connect Cleveland's 
digitally unconnected.  At my organization, we work toward the 
same goals as too many people of color and members of at-risk 
communities have become invisible in the digital economy.  There 
is much to be done and congratulations to DigitalC to aggressively 
take on this issue and work required to achieve positive 
outcomes." 
 

Tim Mueller 
CEO, Global IT M&A Forum 
Executive Committee Member, DigitalC 
"The importance of aggregating the needs and opinions of civic 
leaders, businesses and residents have never been more critical 
as cities across the U.S. recalibrate their roadmaps for the future. 
The digital economy is no longer a vision, but a necessity to 
compete in the global marketplace. Smart cities such as 
Vancouver, Copenhagen and New Taipei are setting the bar for 
others to meet and exceed with a coordinated effort. DigitalC has 
the opportunity to help define this new and evolving civic agenda 

by learning, planning and executing on a platform for tomorrow."  
 

Allen Shapard 
Senior Vice President, WME/IMG 
Board Member, DigitalC 
"Today, the launch of Digital C, marks another important step 
forward in the crucial adaptation of the regional economy to the 
opportunities offered by truly revolutionary technology. Thanks to 
the vision and leadership of Lev Gonick, an innovative tech 
collaborative is being launched which will engage business, 
technology and community leaders for our collective benefit. We 
all need to nurture the growth of this initiative and support the 
talented leadership team!" 

 



 

 

Evelyn Burnett 
VP, Cleveland Neighborhood Progress 
"There is a lot of talk about digital innovation "districts". Cleveland 
Neighborhood Progress wants ALL Cleveland's neighborhoods to 
participate fully in the rapidly evolving digital economy. DigitalC's 
commitment to place-based activation for an inclusive digital 
innovation agenda represents an important commitment by a group 
of talented friends who we will hold to their commitment and are 
eager to partner with to create an equitable and inclusive digital 
economy."  
 

Glenn Ricart 
Co-Founder, US Ignite (Washington, D.C.) 
"While DigitalC is a new organization, its people have a wealth of 
experience in the tech-driven smart community economy.  Its 
mission is well aligned with our goals at US Ignite and we look 
forward to having a new partner on the national stage." 
 

  
Tom Waltermire 
Chairman of the Board, Vadxx Energy 
Board Member, DigitalC 
"Our community and region is being reborn with the opportunities of 
new technology.  Digital is changing the world and it is vital that 
together we embrace the opportunity and get ahead of the curve 
DigitalC is at the core of bringing this to reality and making our 
community all the better as a result."  


